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to induce men to a perusal of the sacred volume.
Reason dictates, revelation commands; " Faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God,"—"Search'the Scriptures,"—" Be ready to
give to every one a reason of the hope that is in
you.'" Such are the declarations and injunctions
of tho inspired writers; injunctions confirmed by com-
mendations of those who obey the admonition. Yet
is it not undeniable, that with the Bible in our houses
we are ignorant of its contents; and that hence, in
a great measure, it arises, that the bulk of the Chris-
tian world know so little, and mistake so greatly, in
what regards the religion which they profess ?
This is not tho place for inquiring at large, whence
it is that those who assent to the position, that the
Bible is the word of God, and who profess to rest
their hopes on the Christian basis, contentedly ac-
quiesce in a state of such lamentable ignorance.
But it may not be improper here to touch Twofalw
on two kindred opinions; from which maims tw-
in the minds of the more thoughtful and ^*^-
serious this acquiescence appears to derive much
secret support. The one is, that it atiffuffie^ little wJwt
a m(ui Mit'ws; look fo Ms practice. The other (of the
same family), that slnwrity isatt in all. Let a man's
opinions and conduct be what they may, yet, pro-
vided he be severely convinced that they are right,
however the exigencies of civil society may require
him to be dealt with among men, in the sight of
God he cannot be criminal.
It would detain us too long fully to set forth the
various evils inherent in these favourite positions,
of which it is surely not tho least, that they are of
unbounded application, comprehending within their
capacious limits, most of the errors which have been
received, and many of the most desperate crimes
which have been perpetrated among men Of the

